ESSAYS: POLITICAL AND NATIONAL

annex a weak neighbour, had ever   to    justify
himself before the tribunal of public conscience,
conditions    have   changed   in  this   respect im-
mensely for   the better.    Why   in those   days
all one had to shout was, "Ho for the Spanish
Main" and every lad was   itching   to    be    off
and loot   the   treasure   laden   gallions   of the
swarthy foreigners*    Or, when it was proposed
to sail in search of   new worlds   to   conquer?
did anyone    ever   think    of    questioning    our
moral right to do it ?    They just sailed away
until    they    found    some     place     where    no
other power   of   superior    strength    had    got
before    them,   - and     without     bothering    the
inhabitants as to whether they liked it or nob
set up their   flag   and    proclaimed    the    land
their    country's    by     right    of    conquest    or
discovery.
Those were indeed dark days ; the ques_
tion of human rights other than their own
never entered the heads of our early fore""
fathers. Surely it is a matter for the greatest
self-congratulation that a change has taken
place in the above respects. A contemplation
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